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Died: 1576 AD 

Cardano wrote more than 200 works on 

medicine, mathematics, physics, 

philosophy, religion, and music. He is well 

known today for his work on algebra 

(solving equations) and his use of negative 

numbers. 

Cardano was also an avid, and at times 

compulsive gambler, who squandered a 

significant part of his life and fortune on 

games of chance. On the positive side, his 

interest in gambling led to his 

mathematical study of probability. 

Cardano's book Liber de Ludo Aleae (The 

Book on Games of Chance), published after 

his death in 1663, contained perhaps the 

first mathematical analysis of gambling. In 

particular, Cardano formulated the 

fundamentally important concept of solving 

a probability problem by identifying a 

sample space with equally likely outcomes 

(see over page). 

In 1545 Cardano published an important 

book under the title Artis Magnæ, Sive de 

Regulis Algebraicis Liber Unus (Book 

number one about The Great Art, or The 

Rules of Algebra). This book caused a lot of 

controversy for two other mathematicians. 

 

Tartaglia and Ferrari 

Tartaglia and Ferrari completed important 

works on solving the cubic equation 

(x3 + ax = b). Cardano asked Tartaglia to 

show him his solution to the cubic. After 

some reluctance, Tartaglia did so, but he 

asked Cardano not to share the information 

until he published it. Cardano submerged 

himself in mathematics during the next 
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several years working on how to extend 

Tartaglia's formula to other types of cubics. 

Cardano eventually published his works 

before Tartaglia which resulted in a decade 

long fight over publication.  

Cardano is remembered for his work on 

cubics and Tartaglia died penniless.  

Mathematics 

Solving cubic equations 

Cardano used this cube to help solve cubic 

equations. Using only s and t he found ways 

to express all compartments of the cube 

and then used this to compare it to a cubic 

equation.  

 

Sample space diagrams 

Cardano studied probability and used 

sample space diagrams to show equally 

likely outcomes. 

 

Death 

The colourful Cardano remained notoriously 

short of money throughout his life, largely 

due to his gambling habits, and was 

accused of heresy in 1570 after publishing 

a horoscope of Jesus. Apparently, his own 

son contributed to the prosecution, bribed 

by Tartaglia. Before his death he completed 

his autobiography, De propria vita (The 

Book of My Life). 

Gerolamo Cardano, a rather eccentric and 

confrontational mathematician, doctor and 

Renaissance man, and author throughout 

his lifetime of some 131 books died in 

1576. Cardano is reported to have correctly 

predicted the exact date of his own death 

but it has been claimed that he achieved 

this by committing suicide. 

Quote 

“The greatest advantage in gambling lies in 

not playing at all.” 

http://www.britannica.com/art/autobiography-literature

