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In your own words explain what the Gulf stream is?

How might climate change affect the Gulfstream?

While the waters of the North Atlantic will 
definitely cool as a result of changes in the 
flow, the experts says it's likely that the UK 
will see continued impacts of climate change 
over the next 20 years according to this study.
"The air temperatures globally will be 
warming and there's no barrier for that so 
there won't be much cooling in the UK, you 
will probably still see the normal global 
warming," said Prof Tung.

Within the Gulf of Mexico, the Gulf Stream 
is very narrow, only 50 miles wide, and 
travels very fast at 3 mph, carrying water at 
about 25℃. The North Atlantic Drift widens 
considerably to several hundred miles, 
slows to less than 1 mph and splits into 
several sub-currents.

Task
• Draw a quick sketch of the Gulf stream.
• Annotate the sketch with key numbers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuGrBhK2c7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuGrBhK2c7U
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-44875508
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-44875508
http://www.enviropedia.org.uk/Climate/Gulf_Stream.php
https://scijinks.gov/gulf-stream/


Answers

Watch

1

2

In your own words explain what the Gulf stream is?

How might climate change affect the Gulfstream?

While the waters of the North Atlantic will 
definitely cool as a result of changes in the 
flow, the experts says it's likely that the UK 
will see continued impacts of climate change 
over the next 20 years according to this study.
"The air temperatures globally will be 
warming and there's no barrier for that so 
there won't be much cooling in the UK, you 
will probably still see the normal global 
warming," said Prof Tung.

Within the Gulf of Mexico, the Gulf Stream 
is very narrow, only 50 miles wide, and 
travels very fast at 3 mph, carrying water at 
about 25℃. The North Atlantic Drift widens 
considerably to several hundred miles, 
slows to less than 1 mph and splits into 
several sub-currents.

Task
• Draw a quick sketch of the Gulf stream.
• Annotate the sketch with key numbers. 

The Gulf Stream is a strong ocean current that 
brings warm water from the Gulf of Mexico into 
the Atlantic Ocean. It extends all the way up the 
eastern coast of the United States and Canada.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuGrBhK2c7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuGrBhK2c7U
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-44875508
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-44875508
http://www.enviropedia.org.uk/Climate/Gulf_Stream.php
https://scijinks.gov/gulf-stream/

