
Pierre De Fermat 

 

Born: 1601               Nationality: French 

Died: 1665 

Pierre de Fermat was a French lawyer and 

government official most remembered for 

his work in number theory; in particular for 

Fermat's Last Theorem. He is possibly the 

most productive mathematician of his era 

but was reluctant to publish any of his work. 

Instead he wrote letters of his mathematics 

to his fellow mathematicians. 

Pierre Fermat's father was a wealthy 

leather merchant. There is some dispute 

about the date of Pierre's birth since it is 

possible that he had an elder brother (who 

was also given the name Pierre) but who 

died young.  

Fermat was more of an amateur 

mathematician who explored the world of 

mathematics as a hobby. Post studies, 

Pierre moved to Bordeaux where he started 

working on mathematical research 

seriously. Despite his interest in 

mathematics, he always maintained it as a 

hobby while continuing to work as an active 

lawyer. 

Mathematics 

Number Theory 

Fermat discovered every prime of the form 

4n + 1 is uniquely expressible as the sum of 

two squares. 

 

Fermat’s Last Theorem 

This theorem was first conjectured by Pierre 

de Fermat in 1637 in the margin of his copy 

of Diophantus’ Arithmetica where he 

claimed he had a proof that was too large 

to fit in the margin. By far the best known of 

Fermat’s many theorems known as his 

“great,” or “last,” theorem.  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/prime-number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conjectured
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_de_Fermat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_de_Fermat
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Fermats-last-theorem


 

 

There are lots of Pythagorean triples which 

work for n=2 such as (3, 4, 5) and (5, 12, 

13). But Fermat claims to have proved that 

this will not work for anything greater than 

n=2. It took 350 years before another 

mathematician, Andrew Wiles proved 

Fermat’s Last Theorem.  

“I don't believe Fermat had a proof. I think 

he fooled himself into thinking he had a 

proof.” Andrew Wiles 

 

 

 

 

 

The Simpsons 

 

In one episode of The Simpsons, Homer 

appears to be finding a solution to Fermat’s 

problem. At first glance it appears the 

numbers work.  

 

 

 

Quote 

“Fermat never cared to publish his 

investigations, but was always perfectly 

ready, as we see from his letters, to 

acquaint his friends and contemporaries 

with his results.”  

THOMAS HEATH, 1861 – 1940 

 

“I have a truly marvellous demonstration of 

this proposition which this margin is too 

narrow to contain.” 

 


